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Saturday 12 October 2013
I. Opening remarks by the Chairman, Joseph A. DAY (Canada)

1.
The Chairman opened the meeting of the Committee and thanked the Croatian hosts for their outstanding work in organising this Session. He then informed the Committee members of the passing of a member, Konstanty Miodowicz (Poland) in August, 2013. A moment of silence was observed in his memory. The Chairman informed the members of recent changes in the Defence and Security Committee staff.

II. Adoption of the draft Agenda [144 DSC 13 E rev. 2]

2.
The draft Agenda [144 DSC 13 E rev. 2] was adopted.
III. Adoption of the summary of the meeting of the Defence and Security Committee held in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg on Sunday 19 May 2013 [119 DSC 13 E]
3.
The summary of the Luxembourg meeting [119 DSC 13 E] was adopted.

IV. Procedure for amendments to the draft Resolution Afghanistan: A Renewed Security, Political, and Economic Roadmap for 2014 and Beyond [203 DSC 13 E] presented by Sven MIKSER (Estonia), General Rapporteur 

4.
The Chairman explained the procedures in place for proposing changes to the draft Committee Resolution on Afghanistan: A Renewed Security, Political, and Economic Roadmap for 2014 and Beyond.

V. Panel discussion on Smart Defence with Ante KOTROMANOVIC, Minister of Defence of the Republic of Croatia, and Roman JAKIC, Minister of Defence of the Republic of Slovenia

5.
Ante Kotromanović presented first, initially thanking the NATO PA for having organised the Session in Dubrovnik. He explained that the accession of Croatia to the European Union sent a positive message to other non-member countries in the region, encouraging them to pursue the reforms necessary for future membership. As a former member of the Assembly, he noted that the NATO PA plays a key role in bringing parliamentarians together, promoting the common values of its transatlantic members. The success of NATO, he also noted, is largely dependent on the support of the citizens, and that is why the parliamentarian link is so crucial. 

6.
The Minister of Defence of the Republic of Croatia described the current security environment as increasingly complex and mentioned the need to balance budget cuts with capability maintenance and development. It is the role of parliaments, Mr Kotromanović stressed, to transmit to the public the message that the decreasing trend in defence spending will have an effect on our security in the long run.

7.
Mr. Kotromanović reaffirmed the strong support of Croatia for the common development of capabilities through broader initiatives of Smart Defence, Connected Forces Initiative, and Pooling and Sharing. Such initiatives would allow for member states to share budgets to find solutions together through building common capabilities – these efforts being essential to the future of transatlantic security – within the EU, NATO, and other regional frameworks. In that regard, he reminded the Committee members that Croatia has been taking part in Smart Defence projects since 2011. The most salient being:

· A multinational aviation training effort in conjunction with the Czech Republic, the United States, Slovakia, and Hungary;

· A joint mountain defence training programme with Slovenia; and,

· A regional Adriatic co-operation initiative.

8.
Referring to South Eastern Europe’s turbulent past, the Minister underscored the benefits of NATO enlargement to regional peace and security and encouraged its continuation. Finally, Mr Kotromanović expressed his belief that multinational co-operation of all forms encourages the development of trust between nations. He concluded by highlighting that Croatia was and remains committed to NATO’s common values.

9.
Roman Jakič, Minister of Defence of the Republic of Slovenia, spoke second and began by thanking Croatia for hosting this Session and the NATO PA for having invited him as well. Mr Jakič noted that 2013 was a good year for the Western Balkans. He described Croatia as a proof that the Euro-Atlantic door remains open for those countries that are willing to strive to reach common standards. He pointed out that Slovenia and Croatia share expertise and a mutual responsibility to work with and support their neighbours in the Western Balkans, with the ultimate goal of helping them join the Euro-Atlantic community. 

10.
Mr Jakič’s speech then focused on the current environment of constrained fiscal budgets and its reach into the defence sphere. He noted that Slovenia is constrained by many factors outside of the contemporary budgetary dilemmas facing all member states; the result of these constraints is Slovenia’s inability to carry out a full spectrum of war fighting capabilities.  Mr Jakič stated that participation in multinational capability development projects is a chance for smaller countries that cannot possess the full-range of capabilities to contribute. He emphasised that multinational co-operation contributes to specific capability development, and that Slovenia believed that international security co-operation can be an open process that lends itself to effective and efficient interoperable forces.  

11.
The Minister then informed the members of the Committee on the outcome of the last comprehensive regional ministerial meeting in Slovenia. He explained that the meeting focused on rationalising the different capabilities and synchronising to avoid redundancies. Finally, Roman Jakič expressed his hope that better synergies will be developed in the future between NATO and the EU, and that a closer interface will be created between ACT (Allied Command Transformation) and the EDA (European Defence Agency) through Smart Defence and Pooling and sharing. 

12.
In the committee discussion following the panel, both Ministers agreed that the voice of smaller NATO members should be given more attention; with regional co-operation being a key way forward to achieve greater influence within the Alliance. One example cited was the joint Croatia-Slovenia initiative to create a Centre for Excellence in Mountaineering. Responding to an intervention by a parliamentarian, the Ministers reaffirmed both Croatia’s and Slovenia’s full engagement in supporting the countries of the Western Balkans for EU and NATO accession. Following a question from a British member of delegation, Mr Jakič agreed that the Smart Defence Initiative should not been seen as an excuse for countries to spend less than the generally accepted 2% GDP on defence. All members of the Alliance, including Slovenia, must continue to find ways to fulfil the promises and obligations of NATO membership.

VI. The Evolution of the Croatian Armed Forces in the Face of 21st Century Security Challenges, presented by Lieutenant General Drago LOVRIC, General Staff of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia

13.
Lieutenant General Drago Lovrić briefed the members of the Committee on the current security environment of the Republic of Croatia and the challenges it faces. He pointed out that with its accession to NATO and the European Union, Croatia has transformed from a security consumer to a security provider. While Croatia is not likely confronted with the risk of an imminent conventional military attack, new threats are appearing. Mr Lovrić noted that the role of the Croatian armed forces had evolved significantly since the end of the Cold War and was continuing to undergo significant transformation today. Croatia’s military today seeks to control its own territory and airspace, and project Croatian interests and power into the Adriatic.  

14.
Lieutenant General Drago Lovrić noted that Croatia’s defence budget, though not meeting the 2% standard, has remained flat over the past several years. The Croatian armed forces emphasise specialisation as a means of contributing to the Alliance, especially in the framework of Smart Defence and Pooling and Sharing. The Lieutenant General highlighted the goals of the current transformation of the Croatian armed forces; maintaining that 50% of land forces and 40% of the air force will be deployable for future operations. In addition a new fleet of combat aircrafts will be available to defend Croatian airspace by 2019. In terms of Croatian expectations from the upcoming December EU Summit, Mr Lovrić hoped that Croatia’s request for assistance with the procurement and maintenance of fire fighting aircraft would be upheld.

15.
The themes of the discussion following the Lieutenant General’s presentation included the Croatian position on the NATO Response Force, lessons from Croatia’s policing of its airspace and its inclusion of regional partners in this field, the relations with Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the possible use of EU common funds to help armed forces perform non-traditional military tasks, such as peace support operations and disaster response.  

VII. Consideration of the draft Report of the Sub-Committee on Future Security and Defence Capabilities From Smart Defence to Strategic Defence: Pooling and Sharing from the Start [146 DSCFC 13 E] by Xavier PINTAT (France), Rapporteur
16.
The Sub-Committee Rapporteur, Xavier Pintat (FR), introduced his report by noting that 2013 strengthened the need for the Alliance to speak with one voice in the world. Mr Pintat echoed Nicole Ameline’s (FR) sentiment that there is a crescent of crisis developing, stretching from the Sahel to the Horn of Africa, through to Iran and Afghanistan. The most salient crisis on the border of NATO is the civil war in Syria, which is threatening to spill over to all neighbouring countries. Mr Pintat noted that the quest for budget cuts is forcing Allies to do away with essential spending while emerging powers are beefing up their defence budgets in parallel. In Libya, European forces had to call upon the United States to use aerial refuelling capabilities and ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance), and even to lend precision-guided munitions.

17.
Mr Pintat underscored the value of Smart Defence, as well as Pooling and Sharing, as Allies seek to maintain and acquire essential shared capabilities. According to Mr Pintat, co-operation is the only way forward for the Alliance in the 21st century. It will give NATO members the ability to share the burden of increasing development and maintenance costs associated with modern defence capabilities; to bridge the gap between NATO defence spending and emerging powers as well as the growing disparity between countries within NATO; finally, it will permit different members of the Alliance to build the necessary degrees of interoperability between their respective forces.

18.
Mr Pintat also noted that, despite the existence of approximately 150 mulitilateral Smart Defence projects underway, the Alliance still has yet to create a new logic of co-operation among defence establishments ‘from the start’. His report emphasises the necessity to strengthen prioritisation and to work together on procurement of new capabilities by doing eliminating obstacles preventing co-operation at the R&D and R&T levels. Mr Pintat drew five main conclusions from his report: 

· First, it is essential to maintain or even increase, defence budgets; Smart Defence should not be an excuse for Allies to spend less;

· Second, Smart Defence and Pooling and Sharing are to be led by and for the benefits of states; 

· Third, Pooling and Sharing and Smart Defence projects have to be complementary;

· Fourth, future joint capability development must be prioritised; and,

· Fifth, the role of European defence industries must be preserved.

19.
The  draft report [146 DSCFC 13 E], as amended, was adopted. 

VIII. Presentation by Lieutenant General Mark O. SCHISSLER, Deputy Chairman, NATO Military Committee, on NATO Current Operations and Looking toward the Future
20.
Lieutenant General Mark O. Schissler gave to the members of the Committee an overview of NATO’s current operations, beginning with Afghanistan, noting that this was NATO’s first priority: “We made a commitment to the Afghan people and the international community.”  Lt Gen Schissler highlighted a few of the great benefits brought by the international effort in Afghanistan to the Afghan people, citing the example of there now being over 10.5 million children in school in the country today, 40% of which are young girls.

21.
He noted that NATO is now preparing to transition from ISAF to Operation Resolute Support in the wake of ISAF’s mandate end in December 2014. Lt Gen Schissler stated that while Afghanistan is often described as volatile and fragile, the Afghan National Police show courage in this period of transition, and that, in the coming weeks, ISAF and the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) will ramp up for the upcoming 2014 election season. 

22.
He underscored the necessity of fair, legitimate, and Afghan-led elections in 2014. In planning the transition, the Alliance needs to pay attention to how effective the progress of the Afghan government in expanding its authority throughout the Afghan territory, the security environment throughout the country and region, and the capabilities of the ANSF. Lt. General Schissler noted that, while ISAF casualties are decreasing, the ANSF is suffering an increasing number of casualties as it takes over control of all security operations. Recognising the implications of such a trend, Lt Gen Schissler raised the question of how long can the Afghan army absorb such a high rate of losses.

23.
Turning to Kosovo, Lt Gen Schissler stressed that NATO remains completely committed to the security of the country. He emphasised that real progress has been made and that Kosovo national security forces are taking more responsibility and successfully work cross-culturally.

24.
Lt Gen Schissler compared the current Operation Ocean Shield to patrolling an area the size of Western Europe next to the Horn of Africa. He described the current situation as calm. As for other operations, he explained that Operation Active Endeavour continues in the Mediterranean Sea, Patriot missiles have been deployed in Turkey to defend against spill over from the civil war in Syria, and NATO continues to provide air surveillance over Iceland and air policing operations for the Baltic States.

25.
Addressing the future challenges facing the Alliance, Lt Gen Schissler stressed that the main challenge is uncertainty, as the Syria civil conflict has demonstrated. Declining defence budgets is another source of concern, he added, insisting that the money ISAF contributing nations saved thanks to the withdrawal from Afghanistan should not be pocketed, but rather used for capability acquisition. Finally, NATO is no longer an alliance of 28 separate nations, but rather an alliance of equal partners. He pointed out that, as Operation Unified Protector in Libya demonstrated, NATO must maintain and strengthen its network of partnerships.

26.
In the discussion that followed, the Lt Gen agreed with a member that President Karzai’s recent declarations, in which he stated that NATO is to blame for the current instability in the country, had been detrimental to the relationship with NATO nations and that it was not only a sad reality, but strategically unwise. Asked about the cost of the war in Afghanistan, Lt Gen Schissler stated that the lives lost in the country should not have been lost in vain, and NATO will therefore carry out its mission until the end. A parliamentarian mentioned the creation of areas in the Mediterranean that have become no man’s lands in terms of security, and agreed with the Lieutenant General that Northern Africa has to be included in NATO policies. Responding to a question from a representative of the European Parliament, the speaker expressed his hope that the co-operation between NATO and the European Union will increase.

IX. Consideration of the draft General Report Afghanistan: 2014 and Beyond [145 DSC 13 E] by Sven MIKSER (Estonia), General Rapporteur

27.
Mr Mikser presented his report, noting that 2013 has been an eventful year for Afghanistan. He described the fact that the ANSF took the lead for security across the country, successfully achieving its ‘Milestone 2013’ benchmark. His report highlights significant and positive changes in the country due to the efforts of the international community, especially the increased role played by women and minorities in civil society. He however stated that it would be overly optimistic not to acknowledge that both NATO and Afghanistan are facing a series of significant near and long‑term challenges: namely, the 2014 elections, the negotiation of the bilateral security agreement, and the negotiations on a modus vivendi with the remaining Taliban and other insurgent forces.

28.
He pointed out that NATO’s mission in Afghanistan is fast approaching a critical juncture, when the ISAF forces will transition away from the battlefield and a new train and assist mission will take its place (Operation Resolute Support). He emphasised that parliamentarians must urge their respective governments to remain committed to the international effort in Afghanistan, and must be aware that Alliance cohesion at this critical juncture is vital for a successful security transition and the future stability of not only the country of Afghanistan, but of the entire region as well. He added that eliminating the uncertainty linked to the transition and show that NATO’s withdrawal will be a phase-out not a walk-out is essential. Mr Mikser called the ANSF a key pillar upon which the future stability of the Afghan state rests, noting that, throughout 2013, the ANSF have increasingly taken charge of the country’s 34 provinces, and the 91 remaining districts are to come under ANSF command by the end of the year.

29.
He insisted that the international community must maintain the necessary funding channels open and available to the ANSF. The Afghan government itself has committed to at least USD 500 million of its annual budget to funding the ANSF, amounting to a significant portion of total government revenues. Finally, he stated that while the ANSF are instrumental in providing security, they are not the sole mechanisms of the nascent democratic state, a continued effort to create transparent and sound governing institutions at all levels is still needed. 

30.
The discussion following the presentation focused on the duration of the future Operation Resolute Support, the rise in opium production in Afghanistan, the help received by the Taliban from Afghanistan’s neighbours. Three members asked for the report to take a stronger stand on women’s rights and to call on the Afghan negotiators not to cede any of the gains made in the area of Human Rights when negotiating with the Taliban, as this is a fundamental principle upon which the Alliance is founded. The Rapporteur agreed with the objections, and agreed to the deletion of two paragraphs from the report regarding this issue. 
31.
The draft report [145 DSC 13 E] was adopted unanimously.

Sunday 13 October 2013

X. Consideration of the draft Report of the Sub-Committee on Transatlantic Defence and Security Co-operation Transatlantic Relations, Global Partners: Implementing the New Strategic Concept through Co-operation and Partnership [147 DSCTC 13 E] by Nicole AMELINE (France), Rapporteur

32.
Nicole Ameline pointed out that the Strategic Concept constitutes a roadmap to adapt the Alliance to the challenges of the 21st century. NATO must simultaneously seek internal consolidation and its external partnerships. Nicole Ameline informed the members that, in line with the subject of the report, the Sub-Committee on Transatlantic Defence and Security Co-operation recently visited Turkey and assessed the country’s progress on the path toward implementing the new Strategic Concept.

33.
Mrs Ameline noted that the US strategic pivot towards Asia requires European members of the Alliance to undertake a greater role in ensuring their own security. She hastened to add European security was facing new challenges emanating from a crescent of crisis just to its south, fed by various emerging threats: namely, the multiplication of crises such as in Mali and Syria, the emergence of terrorist groups, and the increasing number of failed states stretching from the Sahel through the Middle East into Central Asia. Faced with these threats, the Alliance must co‑operate with other countries and organisations, the Rapporteur emphasised.

34.
She added that declining defence budgets and the increasing gap between the two sides of the Atlantic, as well as between European Allies, constitutes a major threat to the future stability and coherence of the Alliance. Mrs Ameline noted that, if NATO countries want to be able to react effectively and efficiently to future crises, as France did in Mali earlier this year, they must stop the dangerous trend of spending less and less on their defence programmes. She stressed that initiatives must be taken not to do more with less, but to build a common understanding of how the Alliance can work together to consolidate and protect the gains made by their defence industries, while working to build new capabilities together for the future.

35.
In this regard, the next EU summit is an opportunity for the Europeans to articulate their strategy and agree on a common definition of the current security environment and the means necessary to confront it. The NATO summit in 2014 will also be an opportunity for the nations to reflect on the efforts made until now to reinforce the Alliance. Concluding her presentation, the Rapporteur expressed her belief that the NATO PA can contribute to these key issues as a vital forum for individual member state parliamentarians to discuss their concerns and understanding of the most pressing issues facing the Alliance today.

36.
In the extensive discussion following the Rapporteur’s presentation, members debated the efforts made to reinforce the Alliance and the challenges it faces. The themes of the discussion included the growing perception in Washington that the Europeans are security free riders lacking the ability to take the serious steps toward consolidating their defence industries and become security providers for the Alliance. Other members discussed the need to extend NATO’s network of partnerships to new countries, specifically in Asia, in addition to reinforcing the transatlantic link.  Adding on to this opinion, the sentiment was expressed that greater co-operation between NATO and the UN and EU would also be a positive development.

37.
One member voiced strong concern, echoed by many, about Turkey’s recent decision to purchase its new missile defence system from a Chinese manufacturer. Such a move, he noted, jeopardised Alliance solidarity at many levels, and threatened the security of networks and proprietary technologies.  
38.
The Rapporteur added, at the close of the discussion, that Europeans have a responsibility to do more in the field of defence in general. She added that innovative solutions have to be found to counter the effects of the financial crisis and that NATO nations should go beyond their national traditions.  She emphasised that much of the necessary resources already exist for Europe to do so, all that is needed are the difficult political decisions to foster greater co-operation to achieve these ends.

39.
The draft Report [147 DSCTC 13 E] was adopted unanimously.

XI. Election of Committee and Sub-Committee officers

40.
All eligible Committee and Sub-Committee officers were re-elected.

Defense and Security Committee 
Chairperson

Nicole AMELINE (France) 
Vice-Chairperson

Joseph A. DAY (Canada)
Vice-Chairperson 

Sir John STANLEY (United Kingdom)
General Rapporteur

Julio MIRANDA CALHA (Portugal) 

Sub-Committee on Future Security and Defence Capabilities 
Vice-Chairperson

Gilbert LE BRIS (France) 

Sub-Committee on Transatlantic Defence and Security Co-operation 
Chairperson

Sverre MYRLI (Norway) 

Vice-Chairperson

Sven MIKSER (Estonia)

Rapporteur

Andrzej SZEWINSKI (Poland) 

XII. Panel discussion on Mali and Regional Security by General Grégoire de Saint‑Quentin, Commander of Special Operations, French Armed Forces, and Former Commander of Operation Serval, and Bert Koenders, Special Representative to the Secretary General of the United Nations for Mali and Head of the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA), followed by the consideration of the draft Special Report A Crescent of Crisis on Europe’s Doorstep: A New North-South Strategic Partnership for the Sahel [148 DSC 13 E] by Nicole AMELINE (France), Special Rapporteur

41.
General Grégoire de Saint-Quentin began the panel on the crisis and subsequent 2013 international intervention in the country. General de Saint-Quentin described two factors as instrumental in the success of the French forces in Operation Serval: namely, the rapidity with which the political decision was implemented to field the operation, and the crucial support from other allies, particularly regarding ISR and C-130s. The decision to intervene in January 2013 came at a time when Mali was in a very chaotic situation – a coup, followed by Tuareg revolts in the north, the influx of al-Qaeda (AQIM) elements into the region after the fall of Libya to the north and their ensuing power struggle with the Tuareg militias, as well as the increased flow of small arms in the region.  AQIM settled in the Sahel in 2000, he added, but used the destabilisation of the domestic political situation as a moment to align with the local insurrection drive the armed struggle south toward the capital. Due to their relatively long-standing presence in the north, AQIM had ample weapons caches available for its assault.

42.
In January 2013, after the request of the Malian President, France intervened to stop the various AQIM-aligned groups’ offensive drive toward the capital. The French leadership decided to intervene as fast as possible in order to capitalise on the element of surprise that an international intervention would have on the insurrection. In less than a month, the French forces stopped the offensive and gained control of most of the Malian territory, pushing the armed groups back north. In the north, French forces engaged in pitched battles with the terrorists (AQIM and MOJWA) in the mountainous regions where they were hiding.

43.
The General highlighted that France was able to intervene rapidly thanks to a clear political decision, the presence of pre-positioned French forces in Africa (Chad, Senegal, Ivory Coast), and the logistical support of its allies. The French troops, he explained, were ready to train the Malian army because the UN Security Council had already adopted a resolution on this issue before the intervention.

44.
General de Saint-Quentin urged members to think about the size, scope, and speed necessary for such an operation. Some troops had to be transported from France, about 1800 km away from the operation, and then be deployed immediately. This was only possible thanks to the availability of the most current capabilities which enabled the French armed forces to act without having an established logistics network in the area of operation. General de Saint-Quentin paid tribute to the African countries that responded quickly to assist the French forces, and thanked the Allies who provided logistical support.

45.
General de Saint-Quentin highlighted another challenge for French forces: co-ordinating the regional effort with several forces, each under their own political leadership. General de Saint‑Quentin quickly established an operational headquarters in Bamako to gather each force commander for weekly meetings, such co-ordination, he noted, was essential to the success of the operation, as it allowed for pooling and sharing of the resources. 

46.
The General drew three lessons from the intervention in Mali to share with members: namely, achieve strategic and tactical surprise, create a positive momentum among allied forces and actors in the field, know when to fight and change your tactics depending on the situation.

47.
Bert Koenders briefed the members on status of the peacekeeping operation (MINUSMA) that followed Operation Serval and highlighted the challenges it currently faces. He underscored that the mission was a Chapter VII operation, which allows the UN peacekeeping force the ability to use force to protect its mandate and, therefore, block the return of the armed jihadist groups to the region. MINUSMA’s mandate is based on a large consensus at the UNSC among permanent and not permanent members that a concerted international effort must be made to bring stability to Mali. The Special Representative highlighted the close coordination between MINUSMA and the French forces, especially in the framework of the troop generation process – in many ways, many of the forces in Operation Serval, have been ‘rehatted’ to form the core of the MINUSMA force of 5,500 soldiers.

48.
Mr Koenders stated that the mission places a high priority on returning security to the region, viewing it as the sine qua non of the state building efforts. The second issue, according to the speaker, is to include the state’s existing minority groups into the new framework for peace; the UN is seeking to implement a new political and social contract with northern Mali in keeping with the Ouagadougou agreement. Implementing a successful DDR (Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration) programme that is considered just by the rebel factions is the third main priority for the UN mission. Fourth, in line with the third, the army and the security sectors need to be reformed completely. In this regard, Bert Koenders called on NATO member states and the European Union to continue the work they have already started in their training missions in the country. He also advocated in favour of expanding the EU Training Mission (EUTM) into a police training mission. Bert Koenders asked parliamentarians to convey the message to their own parliament that MINUSMA needs more equipment to be an effective peace operation, a particular need being helicopters.

49.
Mr Koenders noted that the Sahel region is strategic for the EU and the transatlantic relationship due to its proximate location. He added that NATO is at least indirectly implicated in the Malian crisis due to the destabilising effects the fallout Libyan intervention had on the region. Finally, Allies should be more involved in this crisis not just to fight extremism and poverty, but also because of the increase in drug trade and human trafficking that have resulted from the growing instability in the region. 

50.
Mme Ameline reminded the parliamentarians that it is essential to keep in mind the lessons learned from the intervention in Mali: though Operation Serval was a success, the crisis in Mali and the greater Sahel is far from over, it is part of a broader ‘crescent of crisis.’ The growing number of weak and failing states in the region, she noted, calls for a consolidation European effort in the region to get at the root causes of the crises – including poverty, corruption, resource deficiency, weak state institutions. 

51.
The Rapporteur underlined that responding to a crisis is a long and slow process – but that that should not deter action. More co-operation is essential between NATO, the African Union, the European Union and the United Nations as coordinated operations will be needed in the future. 

52.
In the discussion that followed the presentations, some parliamentarians called on all governments present to contribute more to the operation in Mali.  When asked about the risk that the intervention in Mali would lead to a spill-over of extremist fighters across the region, the panellists answered that it can be avoided if a clear political strategy is adopted supporting border protection in Mauritania, Libya, Niger, and Chad. Regarding the large weapons caches found by the French troops in northern Mali, General Grégoire de Saint-Quentin explained that they were mainly coming from Malian stocks rather than from Libya, but that more remained and needed to be secured. Responding to a question on the role of the Tuareg in the conflict and its resolution, Bert Koenders answered that, though no solution can be imposed by the international community, the Tuareg groups, along with other minority groups, must be included in future peace negotiations. 

53.
Following the discussion, the draft special report on Mali [148 DSC 13 E] was adopted.

XIII. Presentation by Rear Admiral Robert HRANJ, Croatian Navy Commander, on The Croatian Navy in the New Security Environment
54.
Rear Admiral Robert Hranj highlighted that the difficulty confronting navies worldwide today is to be ready and organised in order to cope effectively with the challenges of the new security environment – terrorism, piracy, various forms of trafficking, etc. He pointed out that as a Mediterranean nation, Croatia borders some of the most troubled regions in the world today.

55.
Rear Admiral Hranj noted that Croatia has created a new coast guard unit, because its leadership realised that the increasingly complex modern security challenges at sea require new capabilities. As such, the Admiral briefed the members on the network of sensors at sea recently developed by Croatia, which represent an improvement in surveillance capacity. The speaker asserted that in order to deal properly with today’s security challenges, a dual civil-military approach is vitally important. 

56.
The discussion following the Rear Admiral’s presentation focused on the organisation of the coast guard unit and its capabilities.

XIV. Consideration of amendments and vote on the draft Resolution Afghanistan: A Renewed Security, Political, and Economic Roadmap for 2014 and Beyond [203 DSC 13 E] presented by Sven MIKSER (Estonia), General Rapporteur

 

57.
Several amendments to the Resolution presented by Sven Mikser were suggested and approved by the members and the Rapporteur. One amendment was rejected. 
58.
The draft Resolution [203 DSC 13 E], as amended, was adopted unanimously.

XV. Date and place of the next meeting
59.
The Chairperson informed the committee members that the next meeting of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly will be held in Brussels in February 2014.

XVI. Final remarks

60. 
No other remarks.

XVII. End of meeting
61.
The meeting closed at 14.45.
______________________
* 	Turkey recognises the Republic of Macedonia with its constitutional name.
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